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Certificate 1 in Transport and Distribution (Maritime Operations) (TDM10107) 

General Purpose Hand Course 
This is an entry level training program for all persons who wish to work on a commercial 

vessel. No prior experience or training is required to undertake the course. 
 

A General Purpose Hand (Deckhand) assists the Master and Engineer  
in the operational workings of the vessel.  

The units marked with an * below are all mandatory pre-sea  
training requirements for all sea-going personnel. 

 
Field 

Assist in safe operations and emergency 
procedures on a coastal vessel 

Survive at Sea in the Event of Vessel 
Abandonment 

 

Provide Elementary First Aid  
 

Units Descriptor 

R TDMMR6007A* Assist in routine deck operations within the 
limits of responsibility of a GPH. 

Carry Out Operations 
on Equipment and 

Systems 

E Communications TDMME1107A* 

TDMMF1107B* 

 
 
 

Operational Quality 
and Safety 

Contribute to effective communication and 
teamwork on a coastal vessel 

 
 
F 

TDMMF5707A* 

TDMMF1007B* 

This course is delivered both electronically and with onboard practical training on a commercial 
vessel. Course enrolment can be undertaken at any time. Practical courses are held monthly. 
 
Initially Enrolment:  To commence your Deck Hand (GPH) training costs $395.00. On  

completion of your initial enrolment you will receive all training manuals, be 
allocated a dedicated trainer and have access to our online assignsments. 
 

Final Course Costs: On completion of your initial enrolment you will be required to undertake  
practical training on our commercial training vessel for 2-3 days depending on 
class numbers. These practical sessions are held monthly. The final course 
cost for the practical sessions is $495.00 
 

The total cost to complete the General Purpose Hand course is $890.00 
 

Additional Costs: A current 1
st
 Aid is required if you do not already possess one at an approx cost 

of $150.00 (You can complete 1
st
 Aid with a provider of your choice) 

 A Record of Service Book from NSW Maritime is required. Approx cost $27.00 
 Australian Boating Manual - $89.95 – Discounted to $55.00 for enrolled 

students. 
 
Payment:  Payment can be made by Direct Deposit, Cheque, Money Order, Mastercard, 

Visa and PayPal
®
 online.  

 

Credit Transfer and Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) is available and will be determined on the merit 
of each individual application. 
 

 

 
Guidelines for onboard 

safety training – Australian 
Domestic Vessel.  

In accordance with the 
National Standards for 
Commercial Vessels 

(NSCV). 

Part A   Onboard safety instructions 
Part B  Drills and instructions on use of equipment 
Part C   Occupational Health & Safety (OHS) 
Part D  Company/vessel procedures 
Part E Company procedures for specific operations 

carried out onboard or from vessel. (i.e. Whale 
Watching etc)  

 


